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The Documentary Organization of Canada is thrilled at Heritage Minister solidarity
with documentary filmmakers in rejecting key Senate Amendments to Bill C-11

Toronto — March 8" 2023 — DOC is thrilled to see the Heritage Minister stand with
documentary filmmakers and all Canadian content creators by disagreeing with two
Senate Committee amendments to Bill C-11 that put our cultural autonomy at risk.

Documentary filmmakers across the country are deeply moved that Minister Rodriguez
supports maintaining a protection within the Bill for key genres such as documentary,
that tell uniquely Canadian stories but are vulnerable within a global streaming
landscape. We also celebrate the Minister's disagreement with the Senate's 7th
amendment, as this ensures that the guiding light for future definitions of Canadian
content will continue to be Canadian creators.

Documentary filmmakers are one of the most socio-economically, culturally and racially
diverse creative communities in Canada, deeply committed to a genre of filmmaking
that has never been more important to helping us make sense of the world around

us. Half of the Documentary Organization of Canada’s members are Indigenous, Black
or racialized. Two Canadian documentary filmmakers are competing for an Academy
Award this weekend! Documentaries bring our evolving Canadian identity onto the world
stage and are key to our cultural autonomy.

Providing specific protections for this creative community within C-11 and requesting
that Canadian content is defined by our own creators are important tools to ensure that
the Bill can nurture our Cultural autonomy. Canadian owned and Canadian creatively
led content is by no means the majority of the programs produced in Canada. But if we
can pass Bill C-11, especially with these key changes, we are one step closer to
ensuring we'll still be here.
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