CALL FOR TVO TO REVERSE ITS DECISION TO WITHDRAW
SUPPORT FOR THE DOCUMENTARY 'RUSSIANS AT WAR'

We, the undersigned, demand that TVOntario’s Board of Directors reverse their decision to
withdraw support for the documentary “Russians at War”

This Canadian-French documentary co-production was developed through a multi-year
collaborative effort involving the filmmakers and TVO’s Documentary team. TVO’s team has
traditionally operated with editorial independence, fostering essential collaboration with
independent filmmakers through established journalistic processes of review and
discussion. The Board’s decision undermines these fundamental processes and raises
serious concerns about political interference, and must be confronted in order to preserve
the integrity of our media institutions.

We understand and deeply feel the suffering of the Ukrainian people as the result of an
illegal Russian invasion, a war we vehemently oppose. It is fundamental that we remain
guided by the democratic values of freedom of conscience, opinion, expression and
peaceful assembly as protected in the Canadian charter of rights and freedoms for all
Canadians as we engage with the art made at this politically charged time.

Independent media is the cornerstone of democracy, essential for ensuring accountability
and informed public discourse. Documentaries bring critical in-depth perspectives that allow
for nuance, context and reflection. Protecting the documentary creator’s ability to explore
controversial subjects is vital for a healthy society. This action by the Board of a public
broadcaster to censor content poses a serious threat to independent media in Canada.
TVO’s decision risks setting a dangerous precedent and must be immediately reversed.
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